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trouble. The whole tone of the place was too strenuous to permit it to take root, and the constant demand for more volunteer help gave outlets for energy.
That all the workers and teachers were voluntary had its debit as well as its credit side. To the former had to be placed some irregularity, and the occasional dropping of a class from inability to find another volunteer to carry it on ; but on the credit side must be given the asset of enthusiasm so infectious that it reached to the humblest member of the class, and resulted in a large body of men and women, already over-worked, offering additional evening labour to make the advantages they enjoyed known by a wider circle.
Mr. T. Hancock Nunn wrote :
We have a staff of volunteers who at the beginning of each term " bill " adjoining blocks of dwellings, places of business, public offices. „ .
1902.—It must always be borne in mind that Whitechapel is not peopled by students or would-be students. The ordinary inhabitant has little or no interest in any world outside his daily life. To arouse such interest is not the least of the Education ^
Committee's duties.
%
*
When Polytechnics and other centres of teaching my husband and I visited them and wore struck with at their appliances and facilities, but only to return renewed admiration of our volunteers who could with so little machinery to achieve so much result.
1899.— Personal and voluntary service has, of course, its side, but it in no small matter that by such service it h$s;'-beert;° possible to organise a system of education with the mroes of i,(>00 students on the register, and a set of muling parties, Mierc* the attendance has been 90 per cent. . . The volunteers ard thp9$ who, like the men of (Udeon's band, have the zeal which can restrain itself, which can, if need be, begin with a readirig party of two persons, and remain faithful till the two bring in*&en.. others, or which will be content to serve on a committee, or act as a secretary, hoping for nothing but to keep up foihtiiig hearts, • or strengthen weak wills to regular attendance, and mike every--.. one conscious of his membership. . . When the place 'hums with. activity, as it often does on a winter's evening^tlie.lxJievcrs in humanity may glow at the reflection that the 'tnwrk is almost entirely voluntary, and that of the very few-   not more than live or six all told—who can be called officials, their service is out of proportion to the pay they receive.   Receipt of payment indeed is proof neither for nor against a voluntary spirit.   It is a test fit
1—23